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EFFORTS TO ADDRESS IT

RELIEF: Churches and NGOs send aid from time to
time, but these have a double-edged sword
effect of relief and perpetuating the camps

EDUCATION: Churches and mosques need
serious educational on witchcraft.

LEGISLATION: Parliament should pass a law
against witchcraft accusations in Ghana. Like all
crimes, a law will not stop witchcraft accusations,
but it will boost the confidence of many to report
REINTEGRATION: All relief, educational, and

legislative efforts should be geared towards
reintegrating victims into their communities
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Witchcraft Accusations in
Ghana

BELIEF & CAMPS
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Belief in Ghana

Belief is ancient and
rooted in traditional
religions

Belief is deep rooted
and pervasive
Witches work with
the devil and pose a
danger to society
Accusations mainly
from family members
and close relations,
chiefs and religious
figures

John Azumah, PhD - Oct 2021




image3.png




image4.png
Belief & Camps

» Although belief in witchcraft is widespread across
Africa and other parts of the world, existing “witch
camps” in Ghana seems to be unique

» Two camps were closed in 2014 and 2019?

» CAMP POPULATION

» Gnani Camp, near Yendi 196 (38M, 158F)
» Kukuo Camp, near Bimbilla 139 (2M, 137F)
» Gushegu Camp 99 (all females)
» Gambaga Camp 78 (1M, 77F)

» Kpatinga Camp, near Gushegu 27 (all females)

I » Total: 539 (41M, 498F)
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Kpatinga Camp

John Azumah, PhD - Oct 2021




image6.png
Prison without Walls?

It is common to hear people say the camps are safe
havens and should not be closed. Others say the
camps are open prisons and crime scenes that must
be closed down immediately. Both are wrong

In all the camps, except Gushegu, there are
traditional shrines with priests known as tendanas
Some priests openly admit that most accusations are
fabrications out of jealousy and hatred

There are neither walls nor gates at the camps - but
there are gatekeepers

All the traditional priests we met claim that victims
are free to return home whenever their families

d them back - but there are caveats
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