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Objectives    

About Asha 

• To end the practice of witchcraft in the state.   
• Social and Economic Rehabilitation of Victims and Exorcists. 
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Attitude 

 

 

     Intervention 
 
   

Asha, founded in 2000, is a non-governmental organization and 
registered under "Indian Trusts Act 1882". 

To build a society that is free from evils like witchcraft. People in the society 
should live life completely free from the fear of being given the title of witch. 
The society should be aware against the so-called lethal forces and should 
be committed to end this curse practice. 

Our Intervention is on issues of Child Rights and Education, Women 
Empowerment, Health Nutrition, Sanitation, VAW 
and DV, witch killing, human trafficking, unsafe migration etc. 



 
 
 
 
 

Asha Activities

 In year 1994-95 made documentary films ‘Akhir Kab Tak’  
(Until how long) and ‘kya Mohiya ki ma dayan hai?’ (Is Mohiya’s  
Mother is a witch?). 
 

 Asha wrote many articles on the practice of witchcraft, 
Published books and with its literature spread awareness through 
newspapers.  
 

 Asha started awareness campaign with strategies.  
 
 Students did drama, survey, wall-writing, and problem discussion 

           with villagers of affected areas. 
 

 With the continuous efforts of Asha, in the year 1999 in the month of 
October Witch Customs Retribution Act was passed.    

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Witch Killing। 
A social Evil 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Witch Killing। 



 
 The contemporary practice of witch killing involves violence and 

beliefs that have led to the torture and murder of the alleged witch. 
Witch killing is a phenomenon that distinguishes women as a witch 
who is capable of harming people with her supernatural powers. 
 

 The tribal community believes that the witch holds immense power, 
the witch is evil in nature, capable of causing harm in any way.  

 
 A witch in particular is accused of eating a human with only the power 

of spells and magic. 
 
 This belief is that if the witch wishes she can cast an evil spell that can 

affect the fertility of the crop, soil, or it can affect a particular part of 
the person she wants. 
 

 



 

Description of Problem: 
• From 1991 to 2016, 1554 women were murdered in the name of 

witches. 

• Between year 2015-2016, 54 women were murdered and 524 cases 
were registered.   

• 3400 cases were registered in last 5 years. 

• From 2011 to 2016 on an average 40 murders took place per year. 
 

 

Murders are committed in the name of witches and occultism, according 

to Jharkhand police, 
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     Who is the victim of witch murder? 
A woman who: 

 Is old 
 Is a widow 
 Is a single women 
 Looks different  

 
 
   Role of Ojhas (witch finder) 

 The witch doctor means Ojha known by many names like: mati, shokhga, guni, etc. 

 They are considered as key persons of society and people go to them for any problem.   

 It is believed that they can control or neutralize the evil forces of witches. 

 The witch finders trace the witch with their secret knowledge. 

 Their decision is irrefutable and the woman or man who has been labeled a witch is not 

given a chance to say anything in their explanation. 

 As soon as she is identified as a witch, the people of the village start harassing the 

identified person. 

 



 
 

 

Witch a superstition 

 
People believe that:  

 A woman who can kill any person in different ways. 

 Those who have supernatural powers. 

 She is knowledgeable about Tantra-Mantras.  

 Supernatural power is obtained from evil forces through the witch method. 

 She eats human heart. 

 Can inflict wounds on the body by shooting invisible arrows and can kill.  

 Can attack people invisibly 

 The curse comes to fruition 

 Feeds poison 



 
 

Tortures 
 

• Putting human faeces in her mouth. 

• Forcing her to march in village with shaved head. 

• Imposition of fine on the alleged woman. 

• Deliberately killing the woman to get rid of her.  

• Beating the woman for harassing and humiliating her. 

• Killing her family members. 

• To confiscate her land and movable or immovable property. 

• Not showing or giving a new-born baby in her lap. 

• Forbid a new bride to be seen by that woman.  

• Do not invite that woman in auspicious work or festival. 

• Throwing that woman out of the village. 

• Totally boycotting that woman from social festivals 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Effect 
 
 

• Infusion of superstition since childhood. 

• Leaving life to fate. 

• Loss of energy of life. 

• Losing power to fight. 

• Development hampered due to malpractices. 

 
 



 

 

Preventive Measures 

 

 Education and Awareness 

 Share in property to tribal women 

 Provision of appropriate health services 

 Training of Ojha as Health Worker 

 Dissemination of science 

 Improvement in economic condition  

 Amendment in Witch Prevention Act 2001 

 Publicity through media 

 Legal ban on witch finders 

 Anganwadi workers training 

 



 
 

 

 

                                      Legal Aspect 

 

                                                      Witch Practices Prohibition Act 2001 

 
In the 17th meeting of its cabinet, the Government of Jharkhand adopted the Prohibition of Witch Practices 
Act, 1999 on 3 July 2001. 
 
Section 3 Accusation of Being a Witch: Imprisonment for 3 months or fine of 1000/- or both 
 
Section 4 Injuries from torture: Imprisonment up to 6 months or fine up to 2000/- or both. 
 
Section 5 Abetment in the identification of a witch: Shall be punished with imprisonment of 3 months or 
with fine up to 1000/- or with both. 
 
Section 6 Treatment of Witch: Shall be punished with imprisonment of 1 year, or with fine of Rs.2000/- or 
with both. 
 

                        All offenses are cognizable and non-bailable. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

    Strategies 
 

 Sensitization training of officials.  

 Strengthening of information system.  

 Training of Anganwadi workers. 

 Strengthening of police surveillance system. 

 Justice system 

 IEC Intervention 

 Strengthening of health services. 

 Awakening among the new generation and adolescents. 

 Rehabilitation. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

  


